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Wrecking Season Teacher’s Resources No.8 - Jane Darke 

Shipwrecks  and  Wrecking  

Here are covers from catalogues (owned by Ms. A. Tarry). They 
advertise the sale of wrecked goods from the Ship “Samaritan” 

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

The Samaritan was a cargo vessel that was wrecked against a 
pillar of rock on the beach at Bedruthan in 1846, with the loss of 
nine lives. The local population benefited from the tragedy by 
salvaging the 'Samaritans' cargo of barrelled beef and printed 
cloth. A song was composed to commemorate the event; 

'The  Good  Samaritan  came  ashore,    

To  feed  the  hungry  and  clothe  the  poor.    

With  Barrels  of  beef  and  Bales  of  Linen,    

No  Poor  Soul  shall  want  for  a  Shilling'.  

On the next page are extracts from the catalogues. On the first 
extract someone has written what price the items went for in 
pencil. 
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Read aloud the poem ‘The Wreck of the Samaritan’. What more 
can you learn from this poem about the wreck? 
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How reliable is the information?  

Think about what the Samaritan was transporting, how 
is it different to our cargo ships today? 

Read the second extract make a list of everything that is 
for sale on these pages.  

Do you know what all of these things are?  

Can you find out any more about them? 

Write  your  own  poem about the wreck of the 
Torrey Canyon in 1967 that caused a major oil spill or 
about the wreck of the Tokyo Express in 1997 that 
caused Lego to be washed up on Cornish beaches? 

	  

	  


